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FOREWORD

The magnitude of social and environmental problems has increased dramatically during the post-World War Il decades. The economic
“ngine that has driven uncontrolled development has often not been balanced by social, historical, aesthetic, or envir

“oncerns. Suburban development and new communities have replaced the rural landscape with refail boxes; sixlane roads are li
“ith parking lots and billboards; and fastfood restaurants sit next to historic buildings. :

'wsp|red design can make a significant |mprovement in the lives of people and the life of our plonef. From the transformatic
ihe gritiiest urban centers fo the conservation of the grandest expanse of public lands, Americans have accumul
unparalleled record of achievement in the creation of landscapes that enrich the human spirit. ‘

The power of planning and design to connect seemingly unrelated systems and resources lies at the heart of our ability:
o sustainable imprint on the planet. This is a lasting legacy for future generations. From urban centers to national pc ‘
intercity greenways fo neighborhood playgrounds, landscape planning and design is one of the most effective, e
and valuable methods of holistically addressing such topical issues as clean water, transportation pattern:
protfection, and community planning. :

In order fo solve these increasingly complex challenges, professionals and their clients need timely informa
qnd on innovative pr0|ects that show how and why certaln cpproaches ond schemes have been successful

landscapes, reclaiming disturbed lands, and crechng sustainable communities that foster health ¢

Such critical and multifaceted analysis and design, taking into account the land, his
regulations, can prevent many environmental, social, and health problems. It can also
communities. Yet this requires planning and design of the highest quality. At the same time,
difficult to achieve. Forces such as population migration and growth, and rapid urbanizati

The Landscape Architecture Foundation is developing the
The series will enhance the skills and knowledge ba:




community does not simply result from design and planning.
examples of community design, including New Urbanist desi,
creating community as the goal. While aesthetically and eco
they do not work as a true community society that brin

in creating a strong sense of attachment and social
case study is to document and critically evaluat



x| VILLAGE HOMES

Village Homes, designed and developed by Michael and Judy Corbett in the 197
consists of 244 single- and multi-family residences on 60 acres. The community
now fully built out. Houses are planned as energy-conserving buildings aroun
common open spaces with play areas and shared gardens. A sizable part of the
development is devoted to community open space, including orchards, vineyards,
and play areas. Most of the landscape is designed as an edible landscape and is
owned and actively managed by its residents.

Seen early on by local planners and bankers as a high-risk development, Village V

Homes today is one of the most desirable and economically successful developments
in California. It offers many design and planning lessons useful for community
development and landscape architecture. For example, Village Homes has developed
and tested innovative site design features such as open channel drainage, edible
planting, and sustainable open space, and researchers have found them to be socially, -
ecologically and economically effective. The purpose of this case study is to make
knowledge available to practitioners and researchers as well as to provide a cri
review of the project’s successes and limitations as a community by design.




